
I was lost holding onto the high 
All I had was the drugs and pain to hide 
 
Using every resource available 
To fill this deep dark hole inside 
 
Somedays I thought I was living 
Most days I just wanted to die 
 
The past where I came from 
Who I became 
 
All the hurt I caused 
Too many things to name 
 
Finally I fell to my knees 
Finally I decided to pray 
 
Father God if you’re up there 
Please hear my prayer 
Guide me to a better place 
Know my heart Father save 
My soul, listen to me closely 
Father fill me with your Holy Ghost 
Give me the answers I’ve needed most 
 
You have seen my tears 
You have taken away my fears 

The weight that held me down for years 
Simply disappeared 
 
You cleansed my thoughts 
You taught me love 
Somehow you reached down to me from up above 
The deep dark hole 
Became so warm and full 
 
You gave me a future of love and hope 
Why Father did you reach down to me 
Someone so filthy, ashamed, and broken as me 
 
Then I prayed to know why 
Why You saved my life 
Immediately I heard You say 
Joshua You are my son 
Whom I hold dear 
You have been “FORGIVEN” 
 
 
 
I wrote this poem so people like you and I and other 
addicts could see that there is a future and hope for 
us to look up even when we hit bottom. God is there 
for all of us and loves us all. God will give you the 
strength you need to move on and begin living your 
new life if you just ask Him.  
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My best Christmas gift was being with my parents. I treasure 
time with them. You never know what tomorrow will bring 
and life is too short.   R.M. 

 

During this Christmas season  a few blessings came my way. 
It started Dec. 12 with my being hired at Step. I met great 
people and one even talked to me about the Bible. One week 
later I had my own apartment. See, I lost my kids 7 months 
ago due to drug use. I’ve been clean for 6 1/2 months now 
and that’s a blessing in itself.  

I took advice, read the Bible on Christmas day and prayed 
that God would help my babies forgive me and always love 
me. Three days later, my 11 year old ran up to me, gave me a 
big hug and said “sorry I don’t have a gift for you, but you’ll 
always have my love.” That was the greatest blessing of all. 

I want to thank Step and the employees for giving me the 
chance to succeed.     Anonymous 
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Statement of Purpose 
 
Step Industries provides transitional employment to 
people recovering from addiction to alcohol and other 
drugs. These opportunities are intended to relieve the 
stress of unemployment, promote self sufficiency, and 
help prepare the recovering person for further 
vocational growth. 
 
Although we are a nonprofit corporation, we are 
entirely supported through the sale of our services. 
Thus customer satisfaction is essential to our ongoing 
success. 
 
We offer a safe, supportive work experience. We 
choose to work together in an environment of respect, 
cooperation, and trust. 
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New Vision 

Agnes W. 2/22/04  Shelby B. 3/28/04 
 

Neenah 

Mary R.  2/19/85  Jerry A.  2/08/93 

Dave S.  3/13/03  Tara C.  3/16/05 

Julie H.  3/29/05  Dana L.  3/05/06 

Lee T.  2/26/06  Christine T. 2/21/06 

Connie T. 3/04/05  Emory W. 3/26/05 
 

Milwaukee 

Sherry P. 3/14/006 

Milwaukee 

Sharon B. 3/02 

 

New Vision Services 

Ronald E. 3/27     Michelle B. 2/22 

Phyllis B. 2/09     Raymond L. 3/02 

Shelby B. 2/01 

 

 

 

Neenah 

Mary R.  3/19  Jerry A.  2/21 

Clint H.  2/08  Ann B.  3/14 

Joseph B. 3/05  Sam B.  2/21 

Dennis C. 3/02  Shereese C. 3/10 

Joseph J. 2/16  Steven K. 3/19 

Terry M. 2/05  Tim B.  3/23 

Kent P.  2/12  Keith S.  2/07 

Connie T. 2/22  Steve W. 3/26 

Josh M.  3/21 

Step Industries and New Vision Services have been recommended for ISO 9001-2000 Quality Management System Certification 
after  two years of preparation and a three day audit process at our Neenah and Milwaukee facilities. The official certificate will 
arrive after SGS, the firm conducting the audit, reviews the recommendations of their onsite auditors. 
 

This means that our processes and procedures are in compliance with a recognized international standard of quality. We are 
happy and proud. Much time, cost and effort went into this process over the past two years. Our thanks to all our employees...one 
of the auditors used the term “impressive” to describe what he witnessed on the production floor. A special nod to Michelle  
Devine Giese, our ISO manager, and to Trish Neuman who assisted Michelle. And thanks to our customers for helping us along 
the way. 
 

Hugh Holly                     Jamie Loehnis 

CEO                                President 
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As the days of 2006 were winding down, I found myself in a 
familiar frame of mind.  It seems I consistently find myself 
mentally racing to get the just finished year over with.  I don’t 
know why I get to that spot in my mind, especially this past 
year.  It was a great year for Step Industries.  At the top of that 
greatness, we employed 383 people.  This is at the heart of our 
mission and our purpose, and on that score, we did very well.  
Further, we made specific efforts this year in the orientation of 
our employees to enhance and strengthen the purposefulness 
of their employment.  The notion of building an employment 
foundation as preparation for transitioning to other employ-
ment has been discussed at length during orientation and again 
at every evaluation. You would be hard pressed to find anyone 
working for us who doesn’t understand and appreciate “why” 
they are working for us.  
 
Other notable achievements of 2006:  We hired a new sales 
representative, Cheryl Fritz, whose job it is to find new cus-
tomers for our longer term growth and viability.  We were 
fortunate enough to welcome a new and important customer to 
our portfolio.  We picked up and moved a large portion of our 
Neenah operation south about ¼ miles in a matter of a week 
without skipping a beat to the needs of our customers.  Jerry 
Ashley, the Plant Supervisor of our County CB location did an 
outstanding job of picking up and moving 40,000 sq. ft. of 
production and facility to its new home on County O.  We did 
the complete and hard work of preparing and meeting the re-
quirements for our ISO 9001-2000 certification.  Michelle 
Devine-Giese guided our entire organization to the finish line 
of preparedness.  We recently completed our final audit with 

zero findings and have been recommended for certification.  
No small task for any company, and especially impressive 
given our transitional workforce and our relatively lean staff 
size. When one stops to consider all those events and ac-
complishments, it would be tempting to take a pause and 
rest on one’s laurels.   However, I quickly get to: What’s 
next?   
 
In recovery, we learn that if we aren’t going forward, we are 
going backward.  Getting clean and sober is only the begin-
ning in a person’s young recovery life.  Once the fog of ad-
diction clears, the hard work of learning how to live a clean 
and sober life must be a dynamic process, a process in mo-
tion and always striving to grow forward.  In our recoveries, 
we have to constantly ask ourselves: What’s next? 
 
So it is in business. What’s next?  Step Industries has con-
tinuous needs going forward.  Shrinking margins, rising 
costs for everything and competitive forces in the market 
place demand that we continue to grow forward in our abil-
ity to face those challenges in order to continue to provide a 
safe, supportive employment opportunity for recovering 
people.  If  2006 is any indication of our heart and dedica-
tion to that mission, 2007 will be just as great.  Thank you to 
our employees, our customers, our ambassadors and friends 
for the many ways you have helped our continued success.   
 
Thank you! 
 
Jamie Loehnis 
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Hi. My name is Leisa Sanders. I am the mother of five chil-
dren and I am a recovering addict. I was first introduced to 
recovery in 2001 when my children were taken from me by the 
State. I later checked myself into Meta House in 2002 for 
treatment. I stayed for 5 1/2 months before relapsing.  

I left Meta House because I didn’t want to start all over again 
and I began to try recovery on my own. I started going to 
meetings and to church, and as I began to grow in my recovery 
it became harder and harder to stay clean, but I did.  

One day in 2003 my mother said, “Leisa I need for you to get 
yourself together so you can take care of your children. I am 
sick and your father is old and I would like to see all my chil-
dren clean before I go.” I said I could do this, so I called     
Elzora at Step Industries for a job. She called me back on Oct. 
23, 2003 at 10 a.m. and asked me if I could be there at 2 p.m. 
to interview. I said yes and called my nephew for a ride. On 

the way there he got a flat tire on 12th and Locust. So I 
jumped out and walked the rest of the way. She gave me a job. 

My mother passed away on 4/24/04 and my father died on 
5/2/04. Those were the two toughest weeks of my life, but I 
did not use—no matter what. I had the best support team on 
my side which was the Step team at Milwaukee. I never knew 
there could be so much love and so many caring people. To-
day I still receive that love from the “old comers” and the new. 

Step Industries has played a big, huge part in my life and I am 
so grateful to all. Now I have 3 years of clean time and am on 
staff at Step. I am proud to be a Team Leader. I would like to 
thank Step for believing in me when I didn’t believe in myself. 
I’m still here! 

Thank you! 
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Coffee Cake Muffins  from Susan K. 

Topping:  3 T flour, 3 T brown sugar, 1/4 t cinnamon, 1 T flax 
meal (opt.).  Cut in 2 T butter till coarse crumbs form. Mix in 
1/4 C chopped pecans or walnuts (opt.) 
 
Muffin Batter  mix together: 
1 1/2 C flour   1/4 t baking soda 
1/2 C granulated sugar  1/4 t salt 
1 1/4 t baking powder  1 T flax meal (opt.) 
1/2 t cinnamon   cut in 1/4 C butter 
1/4 t ginger 
 

Combine in another bowl:  1/2 C buttermilk (or milk with 1/2 t 
lemon juice or vinegar) and 1 egg. Add to dry muffin mixture 
and mix until moistened. Spoon 1/2 the batter into lined bak-
ing cups and add half the topping. Spoon on remaining batter 
and then the topping last. 
Bake at 400° for 15-20 minutes. Mini muffins will be about 8 
min. less, and for jumbos, lower the temp. to 350° and bake 
about 30 minutes. 

Cheesecake  from Ann B. 
 
3-4 T lemon juice, 1 can sweetened condensed milk, 2 T 
vanilla extract, 2-12 oz. whipped cream cheese at room 
temp.  
Mix all with mixer. Spread evenly into a graham cracker pie 
crust. Refrigerate at least one hour. Add your favorite top-
pings and serve. 
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Greetings my fellow recovery brothers and sisters. My name is 
Corey D. I am gonna share a story that’s a part of my ‘ouch 
and there was no band-aid’ life. 

I grew up with my mom and an older brother. My mom raised 
us herself with my dad rarely in the picture. I always longed 
for my dad and a male role model, and it hurt me not to have 
him around. 

I started dealing with the depression by self-hurt actions and 
by lashing out at others with anger. I loved that chaotic feel-
ing. It gave me control over my sad feelings and the empower-
ment from the anger was a secure feeling I started to like. 

When I was in 9th grade, my mom remarried and we moved 
back near Fond du Lac, the town of my birth. I had to meet 
new friends and get used to a new family. The transition was 
hard for me and I just developed a worse attitude and lashed 
out. It was causing a disruption in my schoolwork and every-
thing I was doing. I started drinking and smoking pot on a 
regular basis and skipping school. 

I finally talked my mom into letting me move in with my dad 
in my sophomore year, only to find my dad at the bottom of 
his disease. It was fun to me. I could drink alcohol, smoke pot 
and skip school with no consequences. It was great.  

During my junior year I was caught skipping class and smell-
ing of marijuana. They called my mom, knowing that my dad 
would do nothing about it. They gave me the option to be ex-
pelled from school and go to treatment and be reevaluated, or 
not go to treatment and be expelled with charges against me. 
My mom and I chose recovery. 

I milked it, I lied, I hid stuff from everyone and got a sponsor I 
never called. I got kicked out for sneaking my girlfriend into 
my room and relapsed within 4 hours of being sent home.  

I got expelled from two more high schools and got kicked out 
of my mom’s house on my 18th birthday after a fight with my 
mom’s husband. They couldn’t take the pain I caused them 
anymore and I was rough and using lots of drugs, drinking and 
not caring about anyone but me. 

This cycle lasted for seven more years before I finally got ar-
rested on a run and, after jail time, got put on probation. My 
PO told me that she knew someone that could help me and 
brought me to Jim Webb, the director of the Mooring Pro-
gram. He explained to me what treatment was and asked me if 
it was something I wanted. I’d never really asked myself if I 
thought I was content, but Jim helped me see I had lots of in-
consistency  and unmanageability in my life. 

I told him that “if I do it, I’m going to really do it, and I’m not 
sure I wanna do it.” It was the only thing I knew I could do 
well, it was all I knew. Unmanageability, hurting people and 
always failing was a known thing to me. Anything else scared 

me. I told him I was sick of failing crap. I was sick of being 
sick.  

I finally accepted his room and came into treatment the next 
day, sober and in a suit; ready to start my new life. I went 
through detox, which was rough. I started working at Step 
Industries in 2002 and learned I had a lot of bad work habits 
and a lot of my character defects came out when waking up 
late for work. When I was at work, I worked hard. I wanted 
to achieve something in my life. I forced myself to visit 12 
step meetings. I forced myself to pay attention in groups and 
to participate.  

I got fired for lack of attendance when I was at a 3/4 house. 
It changed my life to fail while I was achieving. I was done 
failing and assessed the behavior that got me fired and 
changed it. I worked successfully for a temp agency and 
from there went into the painting union to work with my 
dad, who was 3 years more sober than I. I started doing ser-
vice work for 12 step communities and volunteered time 
with troubled youth. Somehow by action and heart, I stayed 
sober and started being a positive role model for others. 

In 2005 I got a call from Jim Webb asking what I was doing 
in life and where I was at. Jim and I have kept in contact, so 
he knew a lot of my life struggles and accomplishments and 
my idea to someday help others help themselves. Jim of-
fered me a job as a part time house manager which, within 7 
months, turned into a full time job. I have been doing what I 
can to be a better employee and continuing my education. I 
work with a lot of people that I look up to and respect. 

I enjoy my life and accomplishments now and have been 
really busy volunteering, working, and being with family. 
I’ve accomplished many goals and look forward to complet-
ing many more. I started dating a woman from the UK and 
it’s working out well. I like my life and am forever grateful 
for my life struggles.  

At the times I visit Step, I often wonder where I’d be if I 
didn’t mess up my job there. It’s a real safe and interesting 
place to work. The support group I have gotten from there 
and the life experiences I saw while there have been great. 
As I look back while writing this, I now know that I am go-
ing to where I need to be in life. My Higher Power has been 
doing good on guiding me and I’ve been doing a good job of 
listening. I am content in my life and happy. 

Although I couldn’t find a band-aid to cover up all my crap 
and hurt, I did find courage, change, hope, strength and hap-
piness. 

With love, 

Corey D. (still growing) 
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Deaths 

Our sincere condolences go out to Jim D. on the death of his father and to Clint Hansen, Team Leader, on the death of 
his sister. 

My name is Shereese, and I am 35 years old. I was born 
in Chicago, IL. I came from a single parent home and 
have a brother and three sisters.  

I was introduced to drugs and alcohol at a young age. I 
became fascinated with the whole lifestyle, so by the 
age of 16, I had seen and done a lot of things. I became 
pregnant at the age of 18. I graduated from High School 
and became pregnant with my second child at age 20.  

My life started to take some turns. I went to cosmetol-
ogy school in 1992. I successfully completed school and 
became licensed. I was a very well known stylist in Chi-
cago and continued to use drugs. My life started to get 
out of control, but that didn’t stop me. I continued on 
that path for a very long time. 

Then I started to do the geographical change, unaware 
that I was the problem. I came to Appleton in 2004. In 

2005 I became pregnant with my 
third child and there was an interven-
tion by the Outagamie County Court. 

I went to a 28 day treatment program. After that I went 
to another program for six months. It wasn’t until five 
months of sobriety that I decided that I needed a new 
way of life. 

I came to work at Step Industries in September of 2005. 
I am so grateful that I was given a chance to become a 
part of a great environment where I have grown in so 
many areas. I have learned to have healthy friendships. 
I’m celebrating 18 months of Sobriety and am going 
back to school to be an AODA counselor. I am a staff 
member at my last treatment facility. I am very grateful 
to be alive and sober today. 

Shereese C. 
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Marriages 
 
My name is Raelle and my husband is Jamie. We are 
both employed by Step Industries. About 5 years ago we 
met at a friend’s house and developed a great relation-
ship. Over the years, as our friendship grew, so did our 
love for each other. We started dating. He finally pro-
posed and we were married on December 1, 2006. 
 
We have a baby on the way. If it’s a boy, his name will 
be Anthony Scott. A girl will be Courtney Marie. Jamie 
and I have been clean and sober for six months. From 
the first month, I could already see a big improvement 
in our relationship. We have grown very close as we go 
through our recovery together. 
 
Get Well 
 
Our best wishes go to Renee M. for a speedy recovery.  
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Births  
 
Sam Wisneski is a new grandpa. Connor James  
Wisneski was born on November 10. 

Connor James Wisneski 



We are always looking for other projects that may 
benefit the community. 
If you are interested in attending a dinner meeting 
please call Mary Riehl at 920-722-2345 Ext 224 or  
920-858-3469. 

Altrusa is the pioneer. It is the first classified service 
organization for women, founded in Nashville TN in 
1917, although men are now welcome! 
 
We are looking for members. It is a great way to put 
your talents to good use. We work as a group on service 
projects to benefit the following: Emergency Shelters, 
Harbor House, Brewster Village, Girls Scouts and the 
Community Clothes Closet.  We have recently added 
“Altrusa Storytime,” “Adopt a Family,” “Back to 
School Project,” “Read to Me” Literacy Program” and 
“Make a Difference Day.” These projects promote liter-
acy in the community.  
 
We sponsor an annual scholarship to a graduating high 
school senior and an annual scholarship to student(s) at 
the Fox Valley Technical College.  
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